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Not since the daya of Poter Sepr Lo 1ot when I el you that aer

lars—with his “Search for New
Forms” and hia importation of such in-
cendiaries as Squat Theatre and the
Wooster Group-<has the Kennedy -
Center experienced aa flagrantly anar-
chic and iconoclastic a gpectacle as a

packed Terrace Theater witnessed’

Friday night in the local premiere of
"Always the Same’ bes."npmoithe
“Something New” seties.

This 90-minute dance-thester phan-

tasm wag the latest work of Brussels-
based Flemish choreographer Wim
Vandekeybus and his Ultima Vez ‘|
troupe, founded in the mid-'80s, Van- |
dekeybus, 27, is one of the ‘European
Wundmmdcrwho have been forging
a new cantinental avant-garde and at-
tracting wide international attention
recently. His earlier “The Bearers of
Bad News" was seen to explosive ef-
fect in Richmond last February, “Al- -
waystheSameUes,"mthacastof
five men (including Vandekeybus) and
four women, aided by a page-long list
-of collaborators and co-produced by
presenters of six nations including the
United States, is even more histrioni-
cally eye- and ear- boggung than its
predecessor,

physically
' eomponentolallthu—b

an singer-dancer (Carlo Wegener, the
work's ‘inspiration and one of its cre-
ators), the piece began with the danc-
ers on a floor-filling quilt made of colot-
ful print dresses, ‘later. hoisted to
become the backdrop; that 4 man sat
upside down in a chair suspended from
the ceiling; that three women swooped
precariously over the stage in huge
hammaocks; that two mex reclined on a
“mattress” of 730 brown eggs; tha:
ma
| opydmelc D
made inetant coffes by pouririg hot wa-
ter into her side pocket. :
The movement
éxe-
cuted by the daredevil troupe—con-
sisted mainly of the dancers hurling
themselves like human projectiles
through space, at the ground and at
 each other, in an extrapolation of the
i slam~dance concept. The pleee carries
- you along irresistibly in its manic imag-
ery and kinesthetic torrent, and it's
much less formally chaotic than it may
sound, But whether the sound and fury
signify anything more than avemmph-

| fied Zeifgeist seems an open gueation,
, —Alan M. Kriegsman



